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T8201 al 900 a; in | 
e I come tp give my Reaſons againk, that Courſe 
of -Lopal Proſeeution whigb you have casten d againſt | 
Mrs I muſt premiſe ſomewhat concerging the na 
ture of that Proſecution, the ſteps taken TY already; 
n 


in . hat ior was It rig; and how near to a final Deters. 
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3 you, Sit, tho intirely unacquainted, with. Mr; Wbitong. 
defore you [ever ſo mush as defir daanyiprivate Diſcourſe with, 
oy s 7, cher ptiratecor publick Admonition, to him ; did yet, 0p 
uffer ont: ſelf as . or former againſt 
him, Gor ns — — Hereſy : This was; done; befoge Dre 
IV 


Com 
8 Juriſdictiona at, ſeems, Mr. Whibon's Habitatioa 
Donſdermt ion o 


Dun Harmard;iv pon 
E gal Punihmenr 3; — is. Ar the very firſt, Degradation from 
hor pores Euntion ;, declared, that decade, he sa Lay-Man 
had not-hisCommulin. from any Baſh þ 6: was nat in his 


— 
ower to. Judy 
dag d. So De. Harmard refugtithe Canſe y but in ſueh 4 manners 
hate ent ite hf Feriton, to the Dran of the Arches, Dr. Bete 
oth, as the proper Superior Judg, to whom; be ſuppes d it mufl now 
But che Deans upon hearing ni; gavet for his Opi- 
on id. Dotermibatdon . caming to him by Ap. 
eu de Gauſesbughtita do in his Court; ve ä — — ing 
u niccadg taken under the Gognizance. of che Cpnvocation; nay; 
id belonging/ pt y: Biſhop of Landon's Iuti ſdiction : he could 
dt: rr Wente it 2 cf Taſta nce; 2 ſo:diſmils'd it) Upon- this ſe- 
nd Diſappointment, - aftet"ſome Delay, voa, Sir, procar' the: Lord 
hanotttor: to „ Conte of Delegates, which. as the laſt nſuaÞ 
efort in Can ſes r A to determine bether Dr. Betteſworth bad 
yo uftice in this Cauſe or not; without any N "far? 
TIL, an: his Cauſe. 9 Wk 
The Delegates appointed hne, the Billbjb of 
bs," Hereford; 87. David s,: àm beter; the bord Chief 10 
L- Juſtice 'Tracy, 
Ke, _ e 


— and” 
ice Trevor, 
and Mr. Baron Frice; Dr. Vana, Dr. Pinſulu, Dr. 
and — —— Givilians — 
darin at the .Daftars mas, infurmand uhr, 
8 Fa rp andLiat laft; July n the r Judges neben gt dera _ 
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nation byl the) Ogurt of Delcgates. The Reader chere 8 . 


rade a Clergyman; and by Conſequenee it was got im his . 
80 e Ende of Hereſ , whereto en yn © 
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ofthe Dean and Chapter s Const of St. Park's, - 25) 7 
tithe Nature of the; Cauſe, and * Ns 
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Judgment, viz. That Dr. Betteſworth had giren 1 ſe Sentence, 


the Cauſe did lie before him, and that he qpght to have 


therein: nay, what is moſt extraordinary, and was very ſurprizing toll C 
not a few $kill'd in ſuch matters; the Majority of the ſame Court a- x; 
reed to retain the original Cauſe it ſelf in the firſt Inftance : tho un- 5. 

er pretence, that it came incidentally before them, by way of Appeal. alr 
Accordingly they order'd a Citation for Mr. Whiſton to appear beſore tha 
them the firſt Court-Day of the next Term, or Monday OZober 26. WW enc 
between Three and Five in the Afternoon, in the Hall of Do#or's-Com-W Tr. 
mons. This Citation was deliver'd to him Oober 12. On the Day ap- ted 
pointed, he came by Four; but the Court was then riſen, and had de- tice: 


clar'd him guilty of Contempt, Thus far by way of Preparation, 

Now the Reaſons I would humbly offer to your ſelf, and. the Pub- — 
lick, againſt going on any farther with Mr, Whifton, in this way of Pro- of t. 
ſecution, are theſes | [3612 10-211 oo AN 

(1.) This Method of Proſecution ſeems plainly to be 'Unfair, aud Tra. 
contrary to the common Rules of Juſtice and Equity. For tis appa-Wylea: 
rent, that Mr. Whiſton has beet-guilty of no real Crime in this matter. I co 
He is not only a Chriſtian in general, but a Clergyman in particular the 
One, who by his very Office, is bound diligently to enquire after, andWnec; 

ublickly- to preach the true Word of God, the real Doctrines and 

uties of the Goſpel of Chriſt, One that accordingly appears to arde 
have us'd his utmoſt Diligence to underſtand and diſcover what, thoſe ¶Loſſe 
real Doctrines and Duties were; and that by having dirett recourſe toa by; 
the Fountain-head it ſelf, the ſacred Scriptures, the antient Creedsy 
with all the Original and moſt Primitive Books- of the Chriftian Rel 
gion. He thence' collected the Texts and: Teftimonies relating te 
ſame of the moſt important Articles of Chriftianity : And when be 
was preparing that Collection for the — — 1 ron the Vic 
Chancellor of the Univerſity where he then ivd, and the Governe 
of the Church; particularly, the Biſhop oſ his Dioceſs, and the 
Archbiſhops of both Provinces, as well as ſeveral other learned Men 
with his Deſign; and fairly offer'd his Papers to their peruſal, ex 
mination and correction. Hear how largely and movingly he re 
ſents the Fairneſs of his Proceedings, in one of his Papers (a).. 

© I ſhall conclude, ſays he, [this {mall Paper with a melancholy 
© fletion on the ſad State of Chriſtianity, and of the Proteſtant Re 
formation among us; particularly with relation to thoſe concerning 
* Aﬀairs:I am (o deeply engag'd in. I have Books and Doctrine 
* which-appear to be of the moſt Sacred Nature imaginable, to pre 
© poſe to the Chriſtian World: Of no leſs Conſequence than what d. 
© claim to be the Original Settlement of the Chriſtian Church ; an 
© the-moſt uncorrupt Keith once deliuer d to the Saints. I have labour di 
© the moſt inoffenſive way, to procure them a fair, an open, and a pub 
© lick Examination. I have all along had the greateft regard to th 
© Peace of the Church, to the Honour of the Clergy, and to all la 
ful Authority. And in my Letter to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
_ © have freely own'd any Naſhneſs or Miſmanagement in the Mann 
and Circumſtances of my acting, and beg'd the Pardon of God an 
* of all good Men for any Errors of that nature. L have freely de 
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clar d, that I have not endeavour d to revive the Hereſy of Arm, but 
only to recommend the moſt Antient Sacred Doctrines and Duties of 
Chriſtianity. I am ready to examine all over again with any of the 
Learned; and to correct all Miſtakes, and to retract all Errors that 
ſhall any way appear: even ſtill, after that full Examination I have 
already made. I am farther; moſt willing and _—y to do any thing 
that is not inconſiſtent with Truth, Sincerity, and a good Conſci- 
ence, and with my Faithfulneſs to what I am fully convinc'd are the 
Truths of Chrift Jeſus, which by any juſt Authority ſhall be expec- 
ted from me, or propos'd to me, in order to Peace and publick Sa- 
tisfaction. I have waited a long tie to ſee, if any of the Learned 
can give me any new Light, or can deny the Evidence that I have to 
publiſh. I havetry'd all the proper Places for the Recommendation 
of the Examination of my Papers. Lhave ſpar'd no Pains, nor Coſt, 
even beyond my own Abilities, to procure the beſt Collations and 
Tranſlations, and to find out the beſt Records, for the moſt com- 
*Wplcat Information of the Publick. I have procur'd all the Aſſiſtance 
I could, and earneſtiy deſir d of all the Learned, to join with me in 
che right ſtating theſe important Matters. I have, God is my Wit- 
neſs, done. all this from a Principle of —_— and Conſcience z 
have earneſtly implor'd the Divine Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing ; have ha- 
zarded my ſelf and my Family 'to conſiderable Inconveniences and ' 
Loſſes ; have 5 Bp — ſuffer d many Reproaches and 
buſes, and a very hard Sentence of Baniſhment, from that Univer- 
ity whereto I belong. Yet after all, from the Violence with which 
dme in the Convocation ſeem to aft againſt me, whom I have not 
he Honour to be well known to, and who therefore cannot eafily be 
Fade ſenſible of all things in my Caſe, I am not without the Appre- 
enſion of a ſevere Sentence from the ſame Convocation z even be- 
Wore an ; Examination. I mean a. Sentence of Excommunica- 
Vion ; To be thereby, as far as is poſſible, cut off from the Viſible 
Fhurch of Chriſt; to be excluded all publick Chtiſtian Worſhip 3 
nd, as far as lies in Men, to be deliver'd over unto-Satan; to bs 
nder'd however uncapable of making a Will, or ſuing for a Debt ; 
d be put into a State where I may be laid into à Goal, and there 
onfin'd till I do what ſeems to me, according to the full Convictions 
AY am at re under, very near renouncing Chriſtianity it ſelf. 
ud all this 1 fear from my Brethren, ſometimes from my Friends, 
om Fellow-Chriſtians, Fellow-Clergymen, nay, Biſhops of the — 
hurch: And all this at the ſame time that the Learned ſeem not 
illing to anſwer my Arguments; at leaſt not before the Perſecu- 
on of my Perſon, If this be agreeable to the meek and gentle Na- 
re of the Goſpel; to the main Foundations of the Retorm'd Re- 
gion z to the Doctrine and Profeſſion of che beſt Members of the 
hurch of England, I own I have never rightly underftood them; 
r can I indeed reconcile ſuch Treatment with common Juftice and 
umanity. - But if there be no Remedy, but I muſt be made a Sa- 
ifice, I humbly beg of the Divine Majeſty, that 1 may my felf 
ovever always act as becomes a Chriſtian; That I may ran with * 
tience the. Race that is ſet before me z that I may, with Truſt and 
dmiprt, Look unto Jeſis the 3 and Finiſhgr 5 our Faith ; 7 5 
| | 2 : Ars * fie 


the Impartial; 18 n the World that his Doctrinés were falſe 
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de ſaid to excuſe this way of, Pro 


> + 95% CI a IL rere Fr. 
C mag oO OUT TOY 
1 | — ; 


"7. 


© the Foy that was ſet before 1 Croſs, deſpiſing tbe Shame 3 
6 * after all his Sufferings, ſet down at 5 ry Wy of the Thrane, 
© f God : And may confider bim who endured ſuch contradiction of, Sinner s ge, 
* gainft bimſelf, leſt I be weary jay in my Mind. Amen, Amen. 
So that I think tis almoſf impoſſible to ſuppoſe Mr. Whiſtin guilty of 
any Crime in this matter; and by conſequence, utterly abſurd and un- 
reaſonable to inflit any Puniſhment on him on that account: which 
yet you, Sir, by bringing him before the Court of Delegates, are now 
aiming to do, 440 f ft wing ol 4 =: . 1/ 1 
Beſides, this Proceeding ſeems Unfair upon another Account; I mean 
becauſe tis only gone upon after the really Learned and Judicious afl 
as if they deſerted the Cauſe of Orthodoxy, as not having ventur' eſt! 
to have it openly and freely debated with Mr, Whiſton, be forè the Cop -· Nhe 
vocation, or any Committee thereof; or indeed in any, free and pub u 
lick Conference whatſoever, either at the Univerſities, or elſewhere; 
as appears by his printed Accounts of thoſe matters. Nay, even thoſe 
very Men that publickly accuſe, or preach againſt Mt, Whiſton, ate 
ſaid, even when ever ſo calmly and friendly invited, theretq, moſt jor 

licitouſly to avoid any ſuch free Conference or Debate ala, Now. 
an Ar i 


ter this, to, proſecute him in a Court of Law, ſeems very ; AN 
unaccountable. Had the Learned, either by Writing vr, Conference 


once openly and clearly convicted him of Error, in the Judgment gl 


and that he was peeviſh and obſfinate in ſupporting groundleſs Para, Im 
doxes, contrary to Reaſon, Bliere, and Antiquity fn what might 
Teution: but kill this is, done, it Ni an 
appear utterly unjuſtifiable ; nay indeed, it ſeems not Only to be inf de. 
titely unfair, but even abſurd in you, to appeal to a Court of Law, ta Dil 
judg thus about a bare Matter of Fact; ſuch as Mr. Whiffon's Account the 
of the original, Chriſtian Doctrines is; when it properly anc Hngh be 
belongs, in its on nature, ebe raped to examine, e that 
Account be true or not, Tig jut like appealing to a Vote of of Pre 
Court, or of the Con vocat ion, whether my Lord Clarendon be | an, exad 
Hiſtorian; ox whethes Dean 5 has, given 4 faithful Account off the 
the Life of Afnbamet: og not,! If. Mc, Whiſton, had pretended to any ne *** * 
Dofirines, it might-be; vated, that the Church ſhould ; not receiv} mot 
them; hut when he only aflercy, 2. Fact, which I hope is no Fault, tha ”*" 
ſuch were the Doctrines oi the) firſt, Ages it ſeems unfair and abſi 
to A Wi 0} £2 7 7 1 1011425 n Aid. lt wn 
142.) This Method, in proſecuting him before the Delegates, ſeen 
not only Unfair and Abſurd, but utterly Uncbriſtian alſo. is true 
thexe is ſo little of real genuine Chxiſtianity left among us, that or 
can hardly tell whether this will hae much weight in the preſer 
Caſe. I well remember the remarkable; Words of a great Hiſtor ian 
our own, concerning Cardinal Wolſey, and his Method of moyiug Cat 
dinal. Campegio in King Amy VIII Caſes which I fear m 7 toll 
truly apply d in this. Walſey, ſays the Hiſtorian (5),,was ſo lincerd 
© that in a Letter he wrote: to/Campegio, that of a: gwd:Conſeience bei 
< put.among other Motives to pexfuade him, in the firſt Draught, tl 
© Cardinal ftruck.it outs a5:knowing how little:it would fgaify,” Ye 
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in hopes that there are till ſevera! e higheſt Rank in the Church; 
that conſider themſelves as Chriſtian Biſhops, as well as Peers of fhe 
Realm, or Lordi of Pitliament :' ſome of the eftabliſh'd Clergy that con- 
der themſelves as Chriſtian Minifters, as well as Officers of a Church 
flabliſh!d by Laws and ſeveral even of the Judges and Students in the 
ommon and Civil Laus, that don't forget they have been baptiz'd in- 
zo the Church of Chrift, as well as intruſted with Legal Powers by the State, 
y tbe Church as part of the State; I ventute to add this ſecond, That 
his Procedure againſt Mr. Whiſton, ſeems to be plainly Unchriſtian, 
ince it is aiming to puniſh him for exactly obeying the Laws of 


me 3; 
hrone, 
146 
ty ol 
d un- 
hich 
non 


nean MCbriftianity. © Thoſe Laus oblige him, and every Clergyman eſpe- 
us achcially, to ſearth the Scriptures ; to have recourſe to the Law and the 
tur i eſtimom; to prove all things, and hold faſt that which is good; to hold to 
Con-. ne pure Goſpel of Chrift, as deliver'd at the firſt, not only tho a 
pu urch, a Synod, or a General Council, but even tho an Apoſtle, or an 
here gel from Heaven ſhould bring any other Doctrine; nay, to preach Chrift's 


those rue Religion, tho it be o Bonds and Death it ſelf; to hate Father, and 
„. ate derber, and Wife, and Children, and Brethren, and Siſſers, and his own 
R ſo} ife alſo: and this, as ever he hopzs for che Rewards of a Diſciple of 
W o hriſt. And how earneftly he defires that true Primitive Chriſtianity 


ay obtain, hear from his own Words, in the beginning of his Enqui- 


e and$"ay 1 | 
Fies into thoſe Matters: And O, fays (c) he, that I might live to 


nt ſee that happy Day here in Great Brifain / when Publick Authority, 
falſe Eccleſiafticat and Secular, ſhould depute a Committee of Learned, 
Parz K impartial, and Pious Men, with this Commiſſion, That they dili- 
mich gently, freely, and honeftly examine her preſent Conſtitution in 
it Ai all its parts, and bring in an unbyaſs'd and unprejudic'd Account of 
be in her Defects and Aberrations, whether in Dottrine, Worſhip, or 
u, toe, Diſcipline, of all ſorts, from the Primitive Standards, in order to 


their effettual Correction and Reformation. Then would our Sinn 
nal be indeed 4 Praiſe in the Earth, the Darling and Pattern of all the 
r that other Proteſtant Churches in the World : And is illuſtrious. 
of Frecedent would effectually recommend the like Reformation to a 
\ exal the other Churches, and ſo become the Foundation 8 
ount of their Unity, Love and Peace; 'and thereby moſt effectually haſten 
ay ne the coming of that glorious Day of God, when, according to our Lord's 
receiv moſt ſure Promiſe, and that of the Father alſo, We look for new Hea- 
lt, tha ven- and a new Earth; a new and better State of the Church here on 
A* Earth, wherein Righteouſneſs will dwell, till it end in the glorious Mil- 
'-* Wl /emnium, the Kingdom of our Lord, advanc'd to its higheſt Per- 
. Fe fection, and ſpread over the Face of the whole World, till the Con- 
8 true ſummation of all things. 3 | 
tat on Who that obſerves that honeft Spirit which appears in theſe and 
and. any other Paſſages, and obſerves the peaceable Method he profeſſes 
orian o aim at all along, can think it other than Unchriſtian, to proſecute 
io C3821 puniſh him for the ſame; eſpecially when it is ſo evidently againſt 
de tai worldly Intereſt, that *tis hard to ſuppoſe any thing but Conſcience 
nean a Senſe of Duty could influence him in this hazardous Undex- 
„ hen aking: | | 

* or Hear the words of a moſt noted Perſon, in a moſt wa Caſe, not 
. Ye (c) Sermons and Ejays, p. $0, $1. | 1 3 6 
iin. | | A 3 wholly f 
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" © ſtances, if we muſt be puniſh'd in this World for- doing that, which 


gates are only the laſt Reſort by way of Appeal, from the Sentences o 


Perſuaſions: The very Deifts are not proſecuted z nay, one noted Per 
. ſon, who is hardly, that I can find, ſo much as ſuſ a 


which for certain has, of them all, the beft Title to above Thre 


| ia. Eacheverell's Trial, 5. 342. 1, ult. 


wholly remote from that before us . How hard are our Cireum 


© if we do not; we ſhall be more heavily puniſh'd in the next! What 
2 a Condition are we in, if we are commanded to cry aloud, and ſpar 
not, to-exhort, rebuke, in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, on the one hand; and} 
© proſecuted, impriſon'd, ruin'd on the other! If this be our Caſe 
But to proceed. SECS 2 denen! | 
(35) Tis very doubtful, whether this Proſecution before the Del 
gates be Legal or not. For 'tis well known, that the Court of Oele. 


the inferior Spiritual Courts; and have nothing to do in original e 
. ſes. Nor does there, as I am inform'd, appear one Precedent in all 
the Records of ſuch a Procedure . being evident, that Mr 
Whiſton was never ſo much as cited by any Spiritual Court before; and 
that he was not made a Party in the Appeal about Dr, Betteſworth 
which. the preſent Court of Delegates were appointed to determine 
Nor indeed does it ſeem agreeable to the Rights and Liberties 9 
Engliſhmen, that in any ſuch- Caſe the firft Court ſhould be final, and 
admit of no, certain and regular Appeal therefrom : which yet mull 
be the Caſe in this- Court of, Delegates, as to Mr. Whiſton, if allow! 
to proceed in the preſent. Proſecution, Nay, indeed it will deſerve 
to be,conſider'd, how far the Court of Delegates will herein diffe 
from that High Commiſſion Court, which is now wholly taken aw 
by Law; on which occaſion tis alſo Enacted, That no Court ſhould be 
thenceſorth erected with like Power, Furiſdiction, or Authority; but that Ci 
miſſions erectinę any ſuch Courts ſhould be void. If this Method of Proceed 
ing be unprecedented and illegal, will it not concern every Subject o 
Gregt Britain to put a ſtop to it? yok A. 14 | 
(.) All ſuch rigorous Proſecutions for the ſake of Religion, ſeem 
to be quite contrary to the preſent Method of Proceedings .1n all oth 
Caſes relating thereto. Not the Jews only, but the ſeveral Sets of 
Chriſtians, are by us either tolerated, or not difturb'd in their ſever 


ed of believing 
the Chriſtian Religion, is highly prefer'd in the Church: And as fa 
the Proſecution of Vice, Immorality, and Debauchery, there are fe 
ſuch voluntary Promoters as you, Sir, are in this Caſe. Muſt then poc 
Mr. Whiſton be ſingl'd out from the reſt, and be alone made a Sacrifice 
becauſe he thinks he has been ſo ſucceſsful to diſcover, and is cer 
tainly ſo honeſt as to profeſs, what upon Enquiry he takes for the tru 
antient, and moft primitive Doctf ines of Chriſtianity ; Can the Chur 
and State bear all forts of ſuppos'd Sets and Hereſies, but that 


Intire Centuries? Muſt Liberty of Conſcience be allow'd to all hu 
thoſe who have ſo fair a Plea to be the Followers of Chrift and hi 
Apoſtles? This is a very hard Caſe indeed, and well worthy the Cor 
ſideration of every Chriſtian, before he engages himſelf in ſuch 
Proſecution, | +4 | 

© (++) Such violent Methods of Proceeding muſt needs be a greg 
Hindrance to Sacred Learning, or at leaſt to any Advantage ta the Pub 


lic 
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Hypocrite with God and Men, than to diſcayer their 
roſecution is ſo notorious, that it 
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and, without Enquiries, in order to any Proſecu- 
im to recover the Original Remains of the firſt 
ſoeyer ſome of them ſuited, the preſent Notions and 
nd-I date ſay, if once the Terror of worldly 
os, and Proſecution. were over, thole that are 
Neapable, would ſoon Erbes not a few things to the publick Benefit 
of Chriſtianity which they now either dare not find, or dare not 
own they have found, for fear of ſuch Diſadvantages and Proſecutions, 
Nor would ſo many of our really great Men, divert theinſelves from 
ene Study of Divine Matters, if they cpuld be as ſafe there as elſe- 
where. Nor can this terrible Inconyenience he genetally avoided, but 
by Encouraging free Enquiries after Truth, and laying afide all ſuch 
Proſecutions on the Diſcovery and Declaration of it. 
s.) This Method, of proſecuting Men for honeſtly Speaking or 
"= Writing what is the reſult of their Enquiries, is the known way of pre- 
vent ing all Reformation of what is amiſs; and ſo is in all Proteſtant and 
Reformed Churches utterly unjuſtifiable. Let us ſuppoſe our firſt Re- 
formers had been all proſccuted, and that, ſuch Proſecutions had de- 
Wter'd them from any Examination, or at leaſt from (peaking or Wri- 
ting what they found againſt the Novel Doctrines of Popery ; which 
were then as much eftabliſh'd by Law, as any Achanaſi an Doctrines now 
can be: Where had the Proteſtant Reformation been at this day? 
Nay, let us ſuppoſe the ſame as to the Goſpel it ſelf, and its Dottrines ; 
and that Chriſt and his Apoſtles had been diſcourag'd by the Jewiſh 
and Heathen Proſecutions againft it, from Preaching it to the World: 
where had our very common Chriſtianity. been at this time? In reality, 
all Improyements for the better, whether in Philoſophy or Divinity, 
muſe at firſt be made in oppoſition to the ſ-ttled Philoſophy and Divi- 
nity of thoſe Times and Places wherein they are introduc'd. Nor, 
methinks, did the Papiſts 8 much more abſurdly, in not exa- 
mining, hut proſecuting the famous Galil aa, for his Aﬀertion about 
the Motion of the Earth; which was then a notorious Hereſy in Phi- 
loſophy, and forcing him to recant it; than the Proteſtants in not exa- 
mining, but proſecuting Mr. Whiſton for his pretended Heretical Aﬀer- 
tions now, and under the utmoſt Penalties the Law can inflitt, to oblige 
him to ręeant the ſame. But o as notwithſtanding that 2 
5 . | 1 


; Fear, Diſgrace, 


x Proſecution, "He ever indeed profefſes himſelf ready to 
Teal origitiaPEyidence, ahd to” have dran bis 
1 e. But he appears not to hive the teaft value for any m 


Method, he be only refer*d to a e up in re? -- | 


any Influence upon him. On the contrary, he will certainly lock of 


the way of Argument and Reaſbning, ſince the are driven to Vid. 
lence and Proſecution. He will be thereby confirm'd in his Notions, 


Suffering for his Conſcience, his Religion and his Chriftiity ; and 
a 


Tiſh Profecittoir "of Ne is Podne previireby - its den ste 
Evidenes! 46 he Obſervitlons thit afterwirds confirm'@-ir;- Ad 
now” tHe Yhiverſat Belief of * ffrnd ets; Ihle the former Philete 
phick Opt ei er: fo 1 bel, m theſe DeBiriyel 
which ate pod Uiſcopragd, prevait by their Of Shiga" Evidahal 
and the farther Enquiries! / 


and the far es of the” Learned, tin che pre fent Erie] 
which are unfuppotted by real Exidence, will graduaiy wear ae 
and iſ#ppear ou e e te: 
(n Method of Profechtion can bag nd good Effect vas tt 
Mr. bien and bie SbitPs Health,” which the Eat ſoh aſſures as, 45 Thi 
bly Jatentiog of the” fame; Nor can it tend at au 66 dis Convittion 
r. Whifton is Nn very unlikely to bel influent'd-! 


you 
fut Not ions Tot 


dern Authorities, Opinions, pr ' Vores, where be finds them coutr 
diftory o tue ger. And de is Anden ro be f6' Confgent of nis 8 
cred and” Original Evidence in this Caſe, chat ne has frequently ac. 
publickiy declar'd, that he woͤuld have hurnt his Papers if the Ah 
Pans Foul, pak ode tenth part of thöſe Texts and Teftimonke 
in Three intixe -Centuries, for their Doctrine fat e has doneg or 
is ready 040 br bis. Yet does he profeſs himfAFr6ady'to re-exaniide, 
and review all over again ib Aly of the Learned, and to amend g 
Miſtakes, or cortect all Ertors that ſhall be diſcbver'dtthereby: re 
to receive new Light in theſe br any other Matters; hd ro alter Bk 
Opinions and Practices therxupon. So that if the Achanaſiant hl e 
real Evidence on their ſide, and will produce it he muſt be ready cer 
tainly to give it its due weight ; and if it be conviricing,” to de detel. 
min'd by it. But if inſtead of that Fair, Schdlatilike/*and en 
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. 
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of Temporal Judges, and Civil Lawyers, and of Biſhops only in a Le. 
gal capacity; the World cannit expect chat ſuch'Proceedirig will hat 


-”x 


all this as a ſure ſign that his Enemies deſpair of doing any thing 'by 


to the laſt degree; nay, he Will undoubtedly look on this as a ' plaih 


: 


will rejoice in being ſo far a Confeſſor 


or the Faith of Chriſt. There 
are, I believe, none that know him, that ſo much as hope for any 
Recantation from him by this Method of Proceedings; no, not tho 
the Publick ſhould proceed to Excommunicate, and Impriſon, as 
well as Degrade him, Nor can all this have any effect for the Good 


Saga nyn aw il a 


as -_ = ay oc ww o& = wo, ks ,.u 


of his Soul. Such Treatment may be, I confeſs, a great Tempta-W wh 
tion to Partiality, and Hypocriſy, and Prevarication, on one ſide; Co 
or to Paſſion, Reſentment, and Diſcontent on the other: But whit ( 


poſſible Adyantage it can bring to their Souls, or do as to their Saba - Pee 
tion, any,otherwiſe than by their patient Sufferings, is not eaſy to hir 
tell. And indeed many others beſides himſelf, will be ready to took WM Ch 
upon this, in ſome degree, under the ſame Notion that we all have tha 


of a Popiſh Inquiſition, or a Heathen Perſecution, and no otherwiſe; W * 


and 


mad withe nidafiimico imderye it with the ua Chitin 
Folemn A „prepared ſor the Convocation 

Judg, Mhecher it be proba ble, that this -Profecution, wi 
cher Examination, can be ſupposd to tend eo his Conyittion,: Þ 154: | 
Since you, ſays he, uo are Chriſtian Biſhops and Fresbyters, 
hart rofus d to examine the Papers I have offer'd to lay before yon, 
concerning the Original Doctrines and. Books: of: our Chriſtian Re- 
„ ligion,/ and ſeem rest toſcenſure my Dottrines — 
ao without ſuch Examiuatiom j do ſoleninbpproteft againſt: your: 
ceedings: and do here, in the Preſence of the great God the Father, 
of his Only Begotten Son, of bis Holy Spirit, and of the minſtri 
Angels, who are preſent, and Witneſſes at' this Solemn n 
4::appeal from your Cen ſute, to that aweful Tribunal of Almighty God, 


Lei ke 


8 | 
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yy 


Hearts ſhall be reyeal'd; and all unjuſt Semences revers'd.." I ddalſo 
-* ſolemnly; here declare, that on à full Enquiry, I do. verily believe 
the Conftitations of ti i poſi les to be the maſt Sacted of the Canonical 
„Books of the New Deſtament; and undeniably atteſted to Sythe 
Doctrine of the Apoſtles, and the larger Epiſtles o Ignatius: That ther- 
fore by refuſing to examine thoſe Books, you have ſo fat reſected and 
+ renounced Chriſtianity it ſelf; and muſt give à terrible Account at 
the Great Day, of ſuch your: Rejection of che ſame. IL de more 
oer, with all due Reverence, Fear, aud rd:to the Preſence of 


ated uprightly and honeſtly in this matter ; and do ſolemaly eite 
every one of you, who hall, without Examination, conſent to ary 
Cenſurè upon my Doctrines, to the Judgment - Seat of Chiifts; chert 
© to: give an Account of ſuch your Proceedings. I do alſo n 
4 implore of his Divine Majefty, that if, in conſequence of this Cen- 
:* ſure, any of you ſhallventure, ſo far as in you ties, to cut me off 
© from the Communion of Chriſt's viſible Church of Barth, for doing 
* my Duty to my Lord and Saviour, in theſe moft;Sacred and Impor- 
tant Matters, he will be pleas'd ſtill to continue me a Member of 
© his inviſſble Church, whoſe Names are written in Heaven: That he 
© will direct, guide, and ſupport me in all my Doings: That he will 
enable me to hear this Violence and Perſecution with a meek and pa. 


* make me an Inſtrument of ſpreading bis true Religion, and of haſten- 
0 ing” the coming of the Kingdom of my Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, 
4 2-15 | | P35, We bs tes 
So that tis evident, this Proſecution can have no Succeſs, as to 
what is pretended to be the only Deſign of it, I mean Mr. Whiſton's: 
Conviction; and by Conſequence ought to be gone on with no farther. 
(8.) This Method of Proſecution can be to no purpoſe as to his real 
Degradation and Silence, any farther than his own Conſcience has made 
him uncapahle of exerciſing his Miniſterial Function in the Eftabliſh'd 
Church already. Thoſe that are acquainted with his Notions, know 
that he is intirely guided by the Laws in the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, 


Decca Append. to Hl, Pete, pag. 535556 


which 


.Fortitnde@which all-fincersProteftants) aad/2ruve Cliriſtians! cendedediir | 

to ſhew under ſuch terrible Trials! Do but hear Mf Mi i mfʒjt 

lung fincez and then 
i 


d at the great and dreadful-Day of Judgment; when the Secrets of ail 


= - 
| 
| 
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«© the Searcher of all Hearts, appeal to his Divine Ma jeſty, that I have 


tient Mind, and entire Reſignation to his holy Will; and will til 


— — 


which he owns as the pt incipal of the Candnieal Books of the New 
Teſtament; that he believes the State has properly no Power in e- 
eleſiaſtical Affairs: that even the Clergy themſelves have. no power tv 
make new Laws for Chriſtians; but that they are ſingly to execute 
the Laus that Chriſt, by his Apoſtles and their Companions, has de- 


liver 'd to them; that no one, whether of the Clergy or Laity, are to 


de Cenſur d, Suſ Depriv'd, or Excommunicated but by the 
Biſhop: of every Dioceſa, as aſifted and ſu by his own 


ters, cons, and People, and with their Approbation: and that on- 
ly according to thoſe Laws, without the leaſt addition of Temparal 
Penalties That therefore ſuch a Court as this, founded wholly-on 


the Civil Authority, and acting wholly: by 


Biſhop, Presbyters, Deacons, or People of the Dioceſs, has no /far- 
ther than a Civil Power z can only Degrade, or Suſpend, or Excom- 
municate, legally, and with reſpett to the Eftabliſh'd Church of Eng- 
land : i. e. That it can only take away all his Rights and Powers, 2s 
he is yet a Legal Member and Miniſter of that Church can render 


him incapable of a Living, can make his Miniſtrations of no force in 
the Law, Cc. but can no way affect his Spiritual State, either as a | 


Chriſtian or as a Clergyman, or indeed with regard to any other So- 


cieties of Chriftians in the World. Whence he will 1 ook 


upon himſelf as a Presbyter of the Chriſtian Church Kill, .and perhaps 
will a& accordingly, notwithſtanding any Sentence which this, or any 
the like Civil Court can inflict upon him. So that this Proſecution 
muſt be to little purpoſe on this account; becauſe it can have no Effect 
upon him, as to even his real Degradation, or Silence, more than 


nis own Conſcience has already in a manner inflicted upon him: It 


being well known that, Mr. Whifton would not ſign the 39 Articles of 
the Eftabliſh'd Church any more, for the greateſt Preferments in it. 
And the Publick may therefore be pretty ſecure, that he cannot act 
any thing conſiderable, as a Member of the ſame, to its diſſatisfaction, 


even without a Degradation by the Court of — | * 
ing likely ta ſilence 


(.) This Method of Proſecution is ſo far from 


Mr. Whiſfton, that it is one of the moſt probable means ta drive him, 
and thoſe of his Perſuaſion, into an open Separation, and what the | 


Publick will efteem a Schiſm in the Church; which tho ſmall at firſt, 


may come to be very conſiderable in time. He has been very tender 
hitherto, of doing any thing in an unpeaceable way, or in the leaſt, 
like what may be thought Diſorderly or Schiſmatical; even tho he 
has been fo long deny'd full Communion. with the Eſtabliſh'd Church. 
And, perhaps, if the Church would openly allow him, and thoſe of 
his Perſuaſion to join with them, ſo far as their Conſciences will per- 
mit, while they may publickly diſſent from the reft; he and they 
might ſatisfy themſelves yet longer in the Communion of the Church. | 
But can it be expected, that if he and they be ſo far from the allow- 
ance of full Communion on thoſe Terms, that he is Degraded and 
Excommunicated for thoſe Notions; they will thereupon turn Hea- 
thens, and live without all Publick Worſhip of God among them? No 
certainly, I believe they are not ſo bad Chriſtians, or ſo inſenſible 


of their religious Obligation, as to go on long in Chat way. So that | 


whol human Laws, without ta- 
king the leaſt notice of the Archbiſhop of the Province, or of the very 


them, 


ſelf ſuffer” 


#-there be any Intention this 
Se zaratign, or La will be cel 


im in the Church, this is the 


direct Methad of procuring, inſtead of preventing it. Beſides, 
(10) This of Peofecution 99 9 the Spread. 
ing Mr. Whifton's inions; and ſo thoſe. that are defirous to fo 


ſuch as you, Sir, who are his Proſecutor, make ule of the mo 
diſagreeable Means poſſible, I own, I cannot my ſelf uſe this as an 
Argument for the laying aſide this Proſecution ; becauſe I believe his 
Doctrines, at leaſt for the main, to be true, and ſo cannot but wiſh, 
that ſo far they may become univerſal. Yet do I think the Proſe- 
cutors ought to conſider it. Proſecution. was one great means of 
ſpreading the Chriſtian and the Proteſtant Religion; and what has 
been already done to him, has occation'd his Caſe and Books to be 
much enquir;d after and read: Nay, I have been well inform'd, that 


the Convocation's Vehemence againſt him, procur'd him not a few of 


his Subſcriptions for his Four Volumes; which otherwiſe he would 
have found great Difficulty to have printed. If indeed we had a Po- 


9 Inquiſition, and could torture and burn any that ſhould be judg d 


ereticks, this ſort of Proſecution might have terrible Effects, and 
affright many from attempting to make Converts: But fince the ut- 
moſt the Law permits, is bare 1 under which any one 
may ſtill write and print as he pleaſes,/it ought to be conſider d, he- 


ther Papers written under Bonds and from a Priſon, will not, in that 


Caſe, have rather more Influence than if the Writer were at liberty. 
So that it ſeems to me, that this Proſecution will ſpread his Doctrines 
much farther than they could be propagated without it. Nothing, 


to guard againſt a nen 


for certain, can ſtop any ſuch Opinions in a free Nation, as ours jet 


is, but a full Examination, and thorow Confutation by the Learned, 
inftead of Courts and Sentences, according to the preſent Laus: at 
leaft, unleſs thoſe Courts and Sentences could go to greater extremi- 
ties than our Laws permit. Yet even thoſe Methods do not always 
ſucceed ; For the Blood of the firſt Chriflians was. the Seed and Aultipli- 


cation of the Church: And Bonner and Gardiner, with their Fires, burned 


e thorowly out of England, that it will not eaſily be re- 
admitted. 2 | 
(.) This Method of Proſecution ſeems. intirely Antichriſtian 


and Pop, and utterly unfit to be made uſe of ina Reformed King- 


dom. I own, I am intirely of the mind of a great and good Man, 
when he ſays , Such Proſecutions tend to the Reproach of the Re- 
© formed Churches; for a Tribunal to puniſh Men for their Belief, 
* ſeems to be equally contrary to Chriftian Charity, whether it be con- 
„ ſtituted at Rome, or Geneva, or London; for 'tis the ſame Cruelty, 


only exercis'd. in different Places, and by different Perſons.” Nay, 
igious Account, one of the ſureſt and 


I think, Proſecution on 
"worſt Characteriſticks of the Antichriftian Church; and thoſe Re- 
mains of it which are yet among us, Iefteem one of the ſureſt Signs 
that we are not yet got wholly clear of that State. And I cannot but 
think it worſe, more unreaſonable, and unjuſtifiable in Proteſtants, 
whoſe very Reformation ſtands upon free Examination, and which it 

ſore Perſecution for à time, than in the Papiſts themſelves ; 
— —  — 


who 


e Limbarch. Epic. ad Lacke. f. 455, 
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hs ſubmitting to z ptectiided inte! bie Cburxeh; 256486t det 
Liberty of Examination, have more Pretences for coumtenaſteing ſuch 
dung among them, khan the gener And 1 hope the preſent 
Mitiftry wil} hardly think proper to permit fuch 4 Proſecution to 
be carry d oft at this time" eſpeciallx, fine thete are at preſent ſuch 
fears of Popery, of a'Popiſh Pretender, and à Popiſi Peffecution. 
For all theſe Sr! = * be but tncreagd by the preſent Proſecy- 
tion: It being obvious to every one to confider, that if the Court gf 
Delegates, all nam'd by one Perſon, can take ſthe orig inal Cognizance 
of Mr. Whiſton in this Cale and can, without Appeal, determine about 
Him ſo far, that the natura! Conſequence of it may be Impriſonment 
for Life: the ſame Court, eſpecially if it once comes into Popith 
hands, may certainly do che like ro any other Perſon in England alſo, 
12) This Method of Profecution, which looks to be propetly for 
Conſcience ſake, wilt make Mr. Whiſton, and thoſe of his Mind, tao 
conf{dersble in the World; and gain 1757 4 greater Reputation'than 
bai. deſire or deſerve; and therefore Iost not dk. 


e 
n with. How great 4 Reputation ma be gain d by even a ſee | 
er ſecution for C 8 may be gueſs'd by the famous Inftance 8 

Dr. Sacbeverell: For tho he was otherviſt a Ferſon of no Character 

dr Confideration at all, vet by appearing a ſort of Confeſſor for the 

curtent 'Dotkrine of the Church of England, as of late explain'd from 
ſome Texts of Scripture,” to what a height of Reputation did he riſe, 


and what a prodigious Noiſe and Buftle'has he made in the World? 
This is ſo remarkable an inſtance, and ſo late a one, as ought not to 
be ſoon forgotten. Tho Religion, alas! be too little the Concern of 
this Nation; yet are the Engliſh in general, not incapable” of Impreſ- 
fon in ſuch matters, particularly in the caſe where they ſee honeſt 
and religious Men, own'd for ſuch by all, to be proſecuted for doin 
what they judg to b> their Duty, as Chriftians, or Clergymen. An 
tho they may bear a few ſuch Inftances patientiy, yet it they, ſhould 
ce one pious and religious Man after another, ſtill brought in to this che 
Court, and without any evident Cauſe but their Conſcience, proſecu- fy 
ted there; they may at laſt be quite weary of ſuch a Procedure, and Mof. 
o longer endure even a more regular Exerciſe of the ſame, Power. Wna/ 
owever, if Mr, Whiſton and his Friends, begin to be conſiderable Wthz 
and dangerous to the Publick already, as this Proſecution/ſuppoſes'; Whihc 
nothing can make them ſo conſiderable and ſo dangerous, as the ſame Ide 
Method of Proſecution againft them, | ; ets 
- (13;) The Attempts to cruſh Mr. Whiſton in any ſuch way as thi D. 
hve hicherto bid ſo little Succeſs, that it may diſcourage the Publick Nos 
from any the like Endeavours hereafter. For give me leave to ask, Nye 
What. harm to his Doftrines or Reputation, did his Baniſhment from Wra 
Cambridge do, even in the ſame Univerſity? What good to the Atha- | 
n. iſi in Cauſe, did the Conyocation's Cenſure of ſome of his Opinions Wia 
do? And in leed conlid-ring that Cenſure was voted with ſo great dif- Wir 
ference in each Houſe, and with ſuch a groſs Miſtake in a famous WF! 
Point of Learning in both, and was endeavour'd moſt ſollicitouſly, to tt 
be conceald afterward; I dare ſay, he looks upon that Cenſure as tb 


not at all to the Diſadvantage af his Cauſe. Belides, what-diſcredit m 
did the Lower - Houſe's Repreſentation do him, even as to his an, - 
b 8 tion? MW. 


is [the 
ng ſuch 
preſent 
ion to 
t ſuch 
cution, 


leftion of the Authentick Records themſelves, will ſoon find there is 


ion? while N Inſin hd 
on wh ſo. he pre diſproy' 72 rec any > 18 
0 194 0815 either the, be of. the 2 10h. fl | 
ere, but, L fear, too true Hiftorics of their. Proceedin Fee 
kim, So that to what purpoſe, you, Sir, ſhould, engage this Court « 
Deleg gates i in a Cauſe, that has hitherto been to [o little Adyantage,, 
tan 55 no means underſtand. Fs us ſuppoſe that this Court goes 
roug 1 58 auſe, and convi r. Hbiſton of Legal Arey that 
dere poi he is, with great Pom and Ceremony, ebe wh that 
S afterwards. 1 oaneh ted ; and that at laſt, e Writ, De 
ommunicato Capiendo, is ta 8 out againſt him, and he is laid in Eiben . 
hat good will all this do to the Church or State? Whom will it con- 
ince, that he is in the wrong? or to what good purpoſe will ack 
Proſecution ſerve 2 unleſs it be to ges reater private ſpreading of 
i 15 the greater publick Hypocri y and ecading of 


eng ing openly to o] 77 Which two things are indeed n 
nlik V to. che ei ſequences o Ei! tho I cannot well think ahn 
lelerve to bd conſe n Pig) are ſuch as the Publi W 
904 1 5 ob i bi 00 Wt Dele. 
14. It ãs pr 18 — * come to not ne, an at the Dele- 
gates may. 4-5 a, by any means, to convict ict Mr. Whifton even of 


aten TO Generality deed, who, are ynacquainted , with, 
he Site of this. Controverſy, and who run away with Names only 

ill readil 725 95 50 him as an Arian Heretick; and will plead the Au-, 
hority Council of Nice for his 9 immediately. 
But thoſe 1 = er the bottom of that Matter, and pervie his, 
ate (a) remarkable Papers on this Subject, ſupported by a full Col- 


no juſt, Foundation for ſuch a Charge; that the 19% Suga 4 
Opinions , he ever, owns himſelf to be, were moſt unjuſtly Charg'd with, 
he Arjan Hereſy by the Athanaſians ; that on the contrary, they A 
Iſs ppray d, and ſometimes anathematiz'd the ſame; that the Coun 55 
rather. of his ſide in almoſt all his Articles; and that the At ha- 
n Bold ctrine ſeems rather to be Heretical, by the original Records of, 
that Council. So that unleſs the Church can expett that, this Court. 
ſhould. h 21 8 nothing, but vote directly, without, or againſt plain Pa, 
dence iginal Records, it cannot promiſe it ſelf any ee 
but rather, — it muſt openly clear him, and thereby recommend 
Doctrines more effectually to the World. Which Conſequence, Th, 
own I ſhould not be ſorry to ſee, for the ſake of Truth a and Chriſtiguſt 
yet do I not ſuppoſe. it is at all aim'd at in this Froſecption, hur will 
rather be.a- Motive to drop the ſame. 

11759 This Proſecution of Mr. Whifton will, in all probability, bench a at 
laſt, to the Shame and Reproach of the Proſecutors, and, of the Church, 
it ſer nd {0 ought not to be gone on with, For to ſay nothing of his, 
Friend — his own noble Diſcovery, of the e % 82 which, VI 
they are now laying before” the Publick, and for u h * ſuccegd, 
the Publick cannot but highly: eſteem and reward Tank and look very 
meanly on«thole that endeavour to cruſh any noble, Diſcoveries, for the, 


08. 0 — 7 Nice vindicated atom; 277 Athanaſian Herb lg, r wy the Alien 
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OWE} dies, 
Benefit of the Publick) I expect An matter will tend to Weirffiſtdl. 
Shame and Reptvack on another account alſo; I mean, becauſe I be tire, 
lieve” his Doctrines will notwithſtanding gain ground, and gradualtlyMi) ! 
evail in the World; and this among others, for the Reaſons follow | 


prevail 
ing. (I.) They are moſt agreeable td common Senſe, and th 
of Nature, which the Athanaſian are not. (2.) They are moſt 51855 
able to God's antient Revelations to the Patriarchs, and to the Jews 
as they were ever underſtood till the days of Atbanaſim, which the o- 
ther are not. (3+) They are moſt agreeable to the obvious natural Senſe 
of Scripture, which the other are not. (4.) They are moſt agreeable 
to the obvious natural Senſe of the Aue · nicene Fathers, which the other 
are not. (5.)Theyare 133 agreeable to the Opinions of the Coun- 
eil of Nice it ſelf, which the other are not. (s.) The really Learned 
and Judicious have many Years been coming nearer and nearer to theſe 
Doctrines; and thoſe of them that are now alive, do generally either 
write for, or do not write againſt them. (7.) The namerous Writers 
of Pamphlets for the Church, are ſo divided in their Schemes and Hy- 
heſes, as muſt needs end in their Confuſion. Some are in a man- 
ner profeſs'd Tritheiſts, and almoſt own three diſtin Gods. Others 
are the plain Followers of the known Heretick Sabellis, and own three 
Modes only, Some are for three ſclf-exiſting Beings in the ſame Eſ- 
ſence ; nay, for a Communication of Self-exiftence it ſelf ; while others 
have run into the oppoſite Extreme, of the very Ebionite or Socinian 
Hereſy. Some are for a Noti6n between that of a real Being, anda 
Mode; while others are for ſhutting their Eyes, and wrapping up the 
whole under an unintelligible Myftery, All which Divi 00 cer 
tainly forebode nothing but-DeftruQion to the common Nations. (8.) 
The moft learned Defenders of the Church, are fore d occafionally to * 
make ſuch large Conceſſions to Mr. Whiſton, as utterly deftroy their owti 
1606 Foundations. One confeſſes, that were it not for the Church's farther 
fil Determinations, he could be content with his Scheme. Another owns, 
With! that the Ante-nicene Fathers moſt commonly ſpeak as if they were of 
0 his Sentiments. A third owns, that the very Council of Nice was in 
06 the main of his Opinion. A fourth, that the Arian or Euſebian Creeds 
Ih are generally very true, good, and orthodox. A fifth confeffes, that no 
vl other Eternity of our Saviour, but that before his Proceſſion, ' Genera - 
10 tion, or Creation, can be defended ; and the like Conceſſions are made 
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wa others alſo. So that among them, they in a manner give up the 
{|'' - whole Cauſe. (9.) The Reputation of Athanaſius himſelf, is by ſome 

| late Diſcoveries ſo broken, that it cannot but be a great Diſgrace to 
| the Athanaſian Doctrine. (10.) Very few of any Conſideration, whe- 
| ther of the Clergy or Laity, care now to defend the grand Syſtem of 
| the common rines, I mean the ſpurious Athanafian Creed; and al- 
| | moſt all agree, that the damnatory Sentences therein are intolerable. 
| Qt Not one Perſon, that I have heard of, has of late examin'd 

| | theſe Points impartially in the Scriptures and firſt Writers, who pro- 

| | fefſes himſelf ſatisfy'd with the Athanaſian Dottrines 3 but many have 
I! own'd the contrary: Witneſs, among others, an honeſt and religious 
: 

i 

| 

| 

i 


Society, who have declar'd themſelves ſatisfy'd therein; and the Rea- 
ſans they go upon, will, I ſuppoſe eer long be made publick. (12.) The 
Proereſs theſe reviv'd Dottrines of Chriſtianity have already _ is 

| | 22 viſibly 
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(1) t mat? 
ſo great among the truly Lear ned, the Honeft, and the Inqui- 
— Fee pretending to Inſpiration, one may foretel they 


ill by degree intirely 1 In ſhort, I will venture to ſay, 
nat if all who think with Mr. Whifton, as to the principal Points in Diſ- 
te, would ſpeak as plainly as be has done, the Publick would ſoon 
d it too late to ſtop the Progreſs of thoſe Dottrines ; and would 
dt think of ſo reproachful a ng a Proſecution: Nor do I be- 
ve any one that expects the Athanaſian Doctrines will ſoon be ex- 
oded, would be a Proſecutor. A yu ot lf tag tron 
Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the Reaſons which move me to think that 
e preſent Proſecution of Mr. Whifton, or of any that are of his lads 
fore ſuch à Court as that of the Delegates, ought not to be gone 0 
ith ; but that this Matter ought to be left to the Debates and Deter- 
inations of the Learned; and that it may not be herein improper 
r you and others, rather to hearken to the prudent Advice of Gamaliet 
a like Caſe ; Te en of Iſrael, take heed to your ſelves, what ye intend. 
do gs touching theſe Men; Acts v. 38,— Refrain from theſe Men, and let 
dem alone; for if this Counſel, or this Work be of Men, it will come to nought.: 
1 65 ade cannat- overthrow it; leſt haply ye be found even to fight 
ai ver. x | PONG 
Sad 39% SS RIA | | 
INCE the Examiner, in his Paper of that very day when Mr. Wheſton was firſt to 
rc 
du ot on O 
arters ; . intimares a deſign of 2 the Power of a ſupreme Judg in the 


aſe of Hereſy, ti be exercis'd not only over Presbyters, but over Biſhops themſelves al- 
T ſhall defirethar Author; and the Publick, to read, and ſeriouſly reflect on the fol- 


($ wing Extract out of the publick Proteſtation agaiuſt the Council of Mantua or Treat; 
1 hich I rake to be very remarkable. „ 
dun ? roteſtation in the Name of the King Henry VIII.] and the whole Coun- 


ſel and Cler, 


py of England, why they refuſe to come #0 M Pope's Counſel 


ntua, then at Trent) at bis Call (a). 
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E EIN O that the Biſhop of Romy calleth Learned Men from all Parts, conduAting 


them by great Rewards, making as many of them Cardinals as he thinketh 


was 


or, to ſay better, their intolerable Pride; Is it like, that theſe will not tread in * | 
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